Installing A Pioneer CD Changer

To The Factory Infinity Head Unit



CDX-M30 6-disc changer

This is for 1995-96 cars ONLY. It will NOT work with 1997+ cars



This installation trick is supplied by Pioneer of America, so it should work well since the head unit is a Pioneer M-series also. When you buy the CDX-M30, there is a signal cable supplied - modify this cable, DO NOT USE the OEM signal cable. Now, look at the terminal that goes into the changer, it is kind of rectangular in shape which looks like this: 
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The pins are identified by numbers. On the top row is odd-numbered and the bottom row is even-numbered. Take apart the terminal, you will need something small and pointy (awl or small screwdriver), BE CAREFUL not to cut small wires inside or damage the terminal or any other parts. 

Now, using a needle (or anything that can be used to take the pins off of their housing), swap pins number 12 and 13. Disconnect pin #6 - you can either cut the wire or take off the pin and fold its wire somehow so that the #6 pin would not contact or disturb other pins (I did the later). Put the terminal back on, look out for the #6 pin (if you choose not to cut it). Now, you are ready to hook it up to the head unit. 

The changer comes with a universal mounting kit, you can choose whichever location you like, but I decided to buy the OEM mounting kit for Eclipse (car is '95 AWD). I looked at the Talon owner's manual and the picture shows that the changer is placed horizontally just behind the back seat on the driver side and it seems that if you buy OEM changer for Talon, the mounting kit is already included in the package (cable also), so you cannot buy separately. It turned out that mounting kit for Eclipse is totally different than Talon's. On Eclipses, changer is mounted on the passenger side inside the nook on the right hand corner vertically, hey, it's cool ! I also like the way the changer is mounted since it takes only very little space and its rugged construction. The mounting kit also includes a carpet cover to cover the whole changer (talking about stealthy appearance) and its mounting cradle. 

Next, you need to modify the cradle a little bit. Align the holes and you will know what I'm talking about. Using the universal mounting kit supplied with the CDX-M30 as a guide, align the lower screw holes on the cradle with that on the universal bracket, mark the upper screw holes location on the universal bracket onto the OEM cradle. Get the right size of drill bit (I forgot what that is) and a drill, don't forget to do the other side. 

Then follow the instructions how to install the changer onto the cradle. When you are ready, install the changer/bracket assembly in the car. I had to lengthen the slots at that nook in order to accommodate the cradle. Here, you can drill two holes at each slot and cut to connect them or drill a hole at each slot and use Dremel to finish it off. Route the power wire and signal cable. I don't know where I can cross the firewall to get the power wire directly to battery (I don't want to drill a hole there), so I just run it through the door sill, right-front fender and into the engine bay. 

To connect the signal cable, first you have to take off the center console. There are two screws on its sides, just pass the front seats, one each side. Take off the cup holder/ash tray sub-assembly by opening the lids, grab at its center divider and pull it up. After that you will be able to see two more screws that hold the console, take them off. Next, unscrew the shift knob. Now, you need to take off the black "face" that goes around the AC controls and the stereo. Turn the two big dials horizontally, get a regular-tipped screwdriver, cover its end with paper towel or anything (so you would not scratch the "face"). Slip the tip of the screwdriver at the BOTTOM side of the large opening on the face so that you can use the dials as your pivot point (screwdriver handle on top), pry the face open GENTLY, you might want to "test the water" first, do it for the other side. Behind it, you will see two more screws that holds the center console. Before you lift the console away, disconnect the cigarette lighter connection (two terminals and one light) and ash tray light. 

There are four screws that hold the head unit, they face you directly when you look forward, unscrew them and pull the head unit out GENTLY. Then route the signal cable, make sure that it does not interfere with shifter and emergency brake operations or any other things (look out for sharp edges). I run the signal cable through the black metal cover in the trunk, under the back seat, center hump and under the center console. Tieraps are invaluable at this point. Connect the rounded end of the signal cable to the head unit. You might want to try that the changer does work with the head unit at this point, just get the orange wire (power) some juice (temporary connection to battery is OK). 

Now, the last part, route the power wire and put all of them back on. Look out for kinked/strained/twisted/pinched cable section and sharp edges as well. Installation is just the opposite. 

Last words, the instruction on the manual that comes with OEM mounting kit is quite helpful, I don't type it here since you can read it yourself if you buy the kit. If you decide to use the universal mounting kit supplied with the changer, then you don't need to follow the changer/cradle installation part. The mounting kit costs about $90 (mail order) and the changer only costs $320 (Christmas sale), so total cost comes up to around $410 if you decide to do it yourself. It's already a saving of almost $300. Good luck and enjoy ! 



Tip supplied by Thomas Wahjudi, adapted from a Talon Digest post on 2/13/96.

